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From the Director’s Desk @

Dear students, faculties, well-wishers and friends of IIPHG, | am happy to re-launch IIPHG Newsletter and

welcome you all to the sixth issue of the newsletter. As

we continue to navigate the ever-evolving landscape of public health, | am proud to witness the
remarkable contributions of our faculty, staff, and students. Our faculty members have excelled in
research, publishing studies in top-tier journals. Our students have showcased their talent and
dedication through participation in events, competitions, publication, and internships. Our unwavering
commitment to research, education, and community engagement has positioned IIPHG as a leading
institution in public health and hospital administration.

This newsletter presents initiatives of IIPHG stakeholders. Enjoy reading, and may this issue inspire you
to explore new horizons.

Warm regards,

Prof. Deepak Saxena/
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Highlights

Bihar Health Minister Visits IIPHG to Deliberate on Health and Nutrition Initiatives

[IPHG had the honor of hosting Shri Mangal Pandey, the Health Minister of Bihar, on 29th
August 2024. During his visit, he explored the institute’s significant contributions to
improving health and nutrition in Gujarat and across India. He engaged with IIPHG’s
leadership and researchers, learning about the institute's ongoing efforts to tackle health
challenges and enhance nutrition outcomes in communities nationwide.

Advancing HTA at IIPHG: From Regional Resource Centre to Resource Hub
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IIPHG is proud to anfidUfice that the Reglonal Resource Centre for Health Technology
Assessment (HTA-RRC) led by Prof. Somen Saha has been upgraded to a Resource Hub under
the Grant-in-Aid Scheme of the Department of Health Research (DHR), Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Government of India. The HTA-RRC was established in April 2018 at IIPHG with
an objective to develop safe, effective health policies that are patient- and population-
focused, as well as cost-effective. Gujarat Technical Advisory Committee on HTA guides HTA
initiatives and, is chaired by Commissioner of Health, GoG and co-chaired by the Mission
Director, National Health Mission Gujarat. Four Additional Directors from H&FW Department
are ex-officio members. The Principal Investigator from IIPHG HTA-RRC serves as the Member
Secretary.

IIPHG showcases Ni-kshay Setu App SEAOHUN 2024 International

Conference
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Dr. Harsh Shah presented Ni-kshay Setu Dr. S. Yasobant, co-lead, COHERD, was
Application : a digital solution providing honored to represent One Health Network of
support to health care providers in decision- India (OHNI), a unique initiative by COHERD,
making and transforming knowledge to IIPHG, at the South-East Asia One Health
empowerment at a workshop in New Delhi on University Network (SEAOHUN) partner meet
July 19, 2024, supported by USAID, hosted held at Chaing Mai, Thailand, on 17 September
by World Health Partners. 2024.
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Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) Programme
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IIPHG is pleased to announce an upcoming course “Strategic Approaches for Health
Technology Assessment”, under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
Programme, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. The course is facilitated by the
Resource Hub for Health Technology Assessment of IIPHG led by Prof. Somen Saha and open
for countries where India has diplomatic relations. The course aims to foster collaboration
among decision-makers, exchange insights and contribute to international healthcare

Initiatives. Course Dates

Commencement of New Programmes (Academic Year 2024)
Masters of Public Health - Public Health Nutrition (MPH - PHN) (Full-time)
Doctor of Philosophy in Hospital Administration (PhD - HA) (Full-time & Part-

time)
Doctor of Philosophy in Public Health (PhD - PH) (Part-time)

Celebrating a Year of Impact: NCDArc Hosts Its First Collaboration Forum

NCDArc AN R

[IPHG's NCDArc recently marked its first
anniversary by hosting the “NCDArc
Collaboration Forum 2024,” gathering
global health experts and dedicated

stakeholders to address Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs). , , _

. . . The NCDAre marked its first anniversary with “The NCQ
ESteemed partICI pantS InClUded 2024" in the presence of experts from the London Schog

representatives from the London School i riimetus s
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, stakeholders working in the field of NCO's.
University of Bristol, WHO, ICMR, and

the Gujarat State Health and Family ha&ﬂﬂ“:&gkemabd?mm i
Department. Additionally, practitioners ngag«ng St"d""
from Singapore, along with leaders from - '
DBT, UNICEF, and Gujarat Biotechnology -
University (GBU), joined with clinicians
and other professionals in NCD
prevention. The Forum emphasized the
importance of cross-disciplinary
collaboration in combating NCDs, =
building partnerships, and creating
innovative  solutions  to improve
community health.




8th World One Health Congress
(WOHC, Cape Town)

Dr. S. Yasobant joined global leaders as a co-
panelist in the panel "Breaking Barriers,
Building Bridges: Innovating One Health
Policy & Governance for Global & Local
Action" at the 8th World One Health
Congress (WOHC) held at Cape Town, South
Africa.

Public Health Retreat 2024

yi

IPHG had the privilege of hosting 45

Postgraduate students in Preventive and
Social Medicine (PSM) from various medical
colleges across Gujarat, along with three
faculty members, as part of the Public Health
Retreat 2024 organized by the IAPSM Gujarat
Chapter.

Workshop on Innovation and Creativity for Entrepreneurial Management

IPHG hosted an engaging
workshop on Innovation and
Creativity at NIDHI TBI, led by
Mr. Mahendra Chaudhary (CEO -

- NIDHI TBI) as part of our
. academic intervention in
promoting entrepreneurship

management. The session was
conducted by Karmjitsinh
Bihola, who shared valuable
insights on fostering creative
thinking and innovative
problem-solving among
participants.

CoEN at IIPHG Advances Public Health Nutrition in Gujarat with Project Tushti

Center of Excellence in Nutrition (CoEN) at IIPHG led by Prof@ :
Somen Saha is working to improve public health nutrition irgERe. gy
Gujarat with the support of Nayara Energy's Project Tushti. ¥ V8
e Training: 494 Child Development Project Officers (CDPO) &

» and Replicable Practices of Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) of Gujarat state. Regional Convergence
o Workshop (10 September 2024), was held in Vadodara with 11Qgs
participants from 17 ministries to
strengthen collaboration during POSHAN MAAH.

As a part of CoEN, AATMA (Acceleration Aspirational Block

Monitoring Approach) initiative was introduced to enhance data
accuracy and skill development for Anganwadi workers and MS in
Sayla, Santalpur, and Tharad blocks and it involved cross-verifying
health data for 5,470 children, revealing discrepancies in height and
weight measurements. The initiative’s success led to further
expansion with "Mission June" and an upcoming "Mission Zone."

The construction of the CoEN building is on track and expected to
finish by June 2025.




Session on "Innovating for a Climate- ‘Sathi’ with IIPHG
Positive Future" : :
IIPHG is excited to
announce the launch
of the "Sathi"
Mentoring  Program
under the IPSI
project led by Dr.
Anish Sinha and Dr.
Tapasvi Puwar, aimed
. at improving primary
' healthcare  service
IIPHG hosted Ms. Ankita Vijayvargiya for an 5 quality in
insightful session on “Innovating for a Bhavnagar District.

Climate-Positive Future,” engaging ghipowienovative program  will
students and startups at our center. She  sypcenter teams through mentorship by
explored the connection between public  AYUSH Medical Officers and Nursing Tutors.
healthcare and climate, highlighting the  The official launch, held on September 3,
often-overlooked impacts of climate on 2024, was chaired by Dr. Chandramanikumar,
heleltihealtibcastressing pladye icraddressing Chief District Health Officer of Bhavnagar.
climate challenges.

CelebratingPOSHAN MAAH
[IPHG celebrated Poshan Maah on 25 September

Child Development Project Officer from
Devgadhbariya, shared insights on ICDS’s role in

and Reel-Making Competitions highlighted * .
student creativity. Congratulations to Mudita : o=

in their respective.

State-Level Workshop on Breastfeeding Support
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[IIPHG, through the Centre of Excellence in Nutrition, hosted a state-level workshop titled
"Closing the Gap: Breastfeeding Support for All" on August 3, 2024, in celebration of World
Breastfeeding Week. Supported by the Women and Child Development Department, ICDS
Gujarat, and Nayara Energy, the workshop engaged 75 Mukhya Sevikas from across Gujarat.
The event focused on improving breastfeeding support and raising awareness about its
importance, with the goal of ensuring accessible breastfeeding support for all mothers and
infants. The session focused on practical challenges in breastfeeding support, offering
hands-on training and nutritional insights. Expert speakers, Dr. Shruti Kantawala of M.S.
University and Dr. Sagar Panchal of ICDS Ahmedabad, shared valuable knowledge to
enhance Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) practices.




Workshop on Emotional Resilience and Mental Well-Being

IIPHG, in collaboration with the Indian
Psychiatric Society, organized a workshop on
emotional resilience and mental well-being
which was led by Dr. Apurvakumar Pandya.
Experts Dr. Himanshu Desai, Dr. Khyati
Mehtalia, and Dr. Deepti Bhatt discussed
digital deaddiction, emotional intelligence, and
positive lifestyles. The event featured a
student-led skit and concluded with
information on the Tele Manas helpline.

Workshop on Sustainable Environmental Practices in Healthcare

[IPHG, through the Centre for Quality Improvement and
Patient Safety (QUALIPS) and the Centre for One Health,
Education, Research, and Development (COHERD) led by &
Dr. S. Yasobant, in collaboration with CAHO, organized a
pre-conference workshop for SAKCON on August 28,2024
focusing on integrating sustainable  environmental
practices into healthcare facilities to enhance patient care
and create greener, healthier, patient-centered
environments. CapacityBuildingofMedicalOfficersat Uttar Pradesh

‘I‘F [IPHG, in partnership with Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health and the State Institute of Health
and Family Welfare, Uttar Pradesh, is enhancing Medical
Officer competencies through targeted public health
courses and decentralized training, strengthening
healthcare outcomes across the state.

Enhancing Rural Healthcare Access Across Gujarat

COHERD at IIPHG evaluated Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) acros”i
five Gujarat districts, conducting 25 interviews with Apolla, o

Hospltals and GMDC staff to identify challenges and gathe
service delivery insights. They also collected data fro
beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries, and interviewed 17 UN Mehta
staff to assess healthcare access and improvement strategies. '

Training for Veterinary Women Health Professionals (WVHPs) and Women
Farmers (WFs)

Prof. Deepak Saxena and Dr. S. Yasobant trained total of 42
women veterinarians in Gujarat were trained as master trainers in
biosafety, PPE use, sample collection, One Health surveillance,
disease reporting, and outbreak response. These professionals
also trained 201 women farmers in One Health & Biosecurity,
enhancing their network through community engagement.

[IPHG conducted a 3-day IYCF training for 255 Anganwadi workers
in Ahmedabad Rural District, covering breastfeeding, maternal
diet, and supplementary feeding. Using role-plays and
discussions, the training equipped participants with skills to
support mothers during the critical first 1,000 days.




Extracurricular Activities

Students of IIPHG Shines at SAKCON QW
e

[IPHG proudly shares recent achievements at SAKCON'24 held on August 31, 2024, at NMIMS,
Mumbai. Dr. Aishwarya Chauhan, a 3rd semester MHA student, won 3rd place in the poster
presentation. Additionally, a team of 5 MHA students (Prancy Bais, Dr. Rashmi Katariya, Zeel
Kelawala, Dr. Twarita Kawale, and Avantika), mentored by Dr. Medha Wadhwa, won runner-up
and a cash prize of INR 15,000 for their QI project in the Qualtech Competition by QIMPRO
Foundation. Congratulations to all!

B |
- Induction programme at IIPHG

IIPHG conducted induction programme for new entrants of MPH,
MPH-Public Health Nutrition and MHA programme to orient

students to the course, committee, faculties and staff and

understand the code of conduct.

Field Practice Area

[IPHG has adopted Alampur village as Field Practice Area.
Students will be allotted approximately 4 families each and
engaged in conducting family study and other initiatives.

Inauguration of New Medical Care Center to Enhance Campus Healthcare
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[IPHG inaugurated new Medical Care Center aiming to enhance healthcare support and
promote well-being within our campus community. The health center is led by Dr. Smita Rani.




Viksit Bharat: A Day of Reflection and Celebration at IPHG
®

> [
2 |IPHG celebrated August 15, 2024, honoring
India’s 78th Independence Day with a
_ vibrant event featuring flag hoisting,
cultural performances, and inspiring
speeches on women’s empowerment.
'y Together, we celebrated freedom and

Ay
'I. |
s reflected on our commitment to a "Viksit

IIPHG on August 26, 2023, came alive
with the vibrant celebration of
Janmashtami, beautifully organized |hee
by the ever-enthusiastic Student \ @,
Welfare Committee (SWC), the§
celebrations brought the entire IIPHG §
family together.

\\\?) Freshers’ Cosplay Carnival Lights Up IIPHG!

Lot —
IIPHG on August 7, 2024, welcomed its newest students with
a dazzling "Cosplay Carhival" Freshers’ party! From creative
costumes to thrilling performances and a fierce talent show,
the event celebrated imagination and camaraderie.

Congratulations to all winners for making it unforgettable!

Candle March for Justice

[IPHG in solidarity with the Kolkata
warrior, the Student Welfare
Committee organized a candle march
on August 15, 2024. Starting at 6:30
PM, around 100 students held posters
and lit candles, led by seniors from the
Masters of Public Health and Masters
of Health Administration.

e-Poster Winners ! - Patient Safety

Gad Dokl iake it o4/ IPHG is excited to announce the winners of our E-Poster

Competition! A heartfelt thank you to all the participants for their

o1+ creativity, dedication, and outstanding contributions. Dr. Deepali
©%% Lulla has emerged as the winner, followed by Dr. Manasi Wakankar as
| - ' the 1st runner-up and Dr. Alshwarya Chauhan as the 2nd runner- up.
i Congratulations to all for their fantastic work!
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Publications
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Shah, H., Patel, J., Rai, S., Sinha, A., Saxena,
D., & Panchal, S. (2024). Bridging the Gap: A
Strategic Approach to Upscale Knowledge
Among Diverse Healthcare Providers for
Effective Tuberculosis Management in
Gujarat, India. Cureus, 16(1).

P

Tuberculosis Preventive Treatment (TPT) in India: A Qualitative
Review

Mbstract
Thin resien eosmiars TH pervmthe teesiment (TFT) implrmrmiation bs lndia, Sighlighiing
Darvhs and pelatisl slstins 18 impreve ealvemer s Wi Notbaal Teburrmbeh
Uhimbsation Fropramme. (rmablaiive issbghts fosm bracbolarics, boalibcare workers and
pelicymakars srvrsl Burriers ssdl fscibesers in TFT imphemestatisn. Koy Ssding ischels
Frui s fer sreag palan remmiminl sed cesemivd iatmeeten te sddnne e
bt Biapiis mavh an Samitrd bmsas Prosedivs, bibesqaids boMautini e e, D lmeat sk
T el iy il b The Saebings b irvrbied b cerale o vyt
uiem bt pdrrecy thr wpreile uspptive s s e irrsseret sl asd
wecronlul suicemes. The inivgrasion of TI indrciion siperithm in cubting TH digessils and
SIS AR S IR SR (e b bl reual I8 pasbine senseas
o prdrrien of WL sibvmacing ladia's goal of TH diminntion

Patel, J., Sen, A, Rai, S., Shah, H., & Desai, N.
(2024). Tuberculosis Preventive Treatment
(TPT) in India: A Qualitative Review.
Preventive Medicine: Research & Reviews,
1(6), 298-304.

Effect of lay counselling on mental health
and TB treaiment ouicomes: an
experience from Gujarat state, India

Dwopii Ehatl, Apurvalumar Pandyn, Vibha Solalya, Ajsy Chauhan, Ruiu Trived.
Siddharh Chowchury, Amar Shah, Peachi Shuida, Panics] Namasmt, Chanidra Sholdar Joshi
el Wacsciired Pk

Bha'tpf, D., Pandya, A.,'Salaulli'ya,“{/., éhauhan,
A., Trivedi, R., Chowdhury, S., Shah, A.,
Shukla, P., Nimavat, P., Joshi, C.S. and

Pandey, V. (2024), "Effect of lay counselling
on mental health and T

Vol. ahead-of-print No. ahead-of-print.
https://doi.org/10.1108/MHSI-06-2024-
0095

treatment
outcomes: an experience from Gujarat state,
India", Mental Health and Social Inclusion,
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Prioritisation of emernging and epidemic-prone diseases and risk
factors in India’s three western states using the One Health Risk
and Disease (OHRAD) prioritisation tool

Sardal Taobant™ > i Sheoth Lekha' - Shallee Patil - Priva Bhaviar' - Ravina Tadel” - Krapall Patel® -
Tierso Faluenberg® - Walner Bruchhauson” - Deepak Savena'
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Yasobant S, Lekha KS, Patil S. et al. Prioritisation
of emerging and epidemic-prone diseases and
risk factors in India’s three western states using
the One Health Risk and Disease (OHRAD)
prioritisation tool. Discov Public Health, 2024;
21:29. (DOI: 10.1186/s12982-024-00152-7)

Origimal Article

One Hezlth Bulletin

O Health nsk perception smang the urban vulnerable dwellers of Gujrar, India: A
eross=sectional ascsment
Sandul ¥ mobam

Pragilaha Clursva " Kol Patel’, Dheopul Savcms
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Ganasva, P., Yasobant, S., Patel, K., & Saxena, D.
(2024). One Health risk perception among the
urban vulnerable dwellers of Gujarat, India: A
cross—sectional assessment. One Health

Bulletin, 10-4103. (10.4103/ohbl.ohbl_7_24)




Coming up Next...

One-month long Training of Coal India’s Medical Officers will be held at IPHG from
14th October to 25th October 2024 and 11th November to 23rd November 2024. The
training is led by Dr. Medha Wadhwa and Dr. Apurvakumar Pandya.

Five-day residential training of Faculty members of Government Nursing Colleagues
from Madhya Pradesh will held from 18-22, November 2024. The training is led by Dr.

Medha Wadhwa, Dr. Apurvakumar Pandya and Dr. Shabana Khan.

OACnelE-Sm 02n0t2h4 lo-7ntgh TAraninuinagl oCfo Cnoclaalv len doiaf ’sP uMbelidci
cHale aOlftfhic e&r sH wosilpl ibtael hAedldm ainti slitPraHtGio nfr oomn 1S4ytnhe
rOgcyt otobwear rtdos 2 Rb5etshi lOiecntto Hbear [2thOc2a4r ea nSdy sltletmh ,N
3olvset mAnbneur atlo S 2t3artde CNonvfeemrebnecre 2 00f2 14n.d Tiahne

tArsasinoicniag tiiso lne dof b Pyr eDvre. nMteivdeh aan Wd aSdohcwiaal Manedd iDcrin.
Ae-pGuCrv aankdu m13atrh P Aannnduyaal. Conference of

2024.
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Contribute to IIPHG Newsletter
We invite everyone to contribute to our next newsletter. Brief details of any new project or
publication, achievement, or opportunities are welcome from Faculties, Students, Alumni and our
Stakeholders. Send your feedback/contribution to newsletter@iiphg.org
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