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Secondary attack rate of 8.8% for G'nagar

Study: Women
Hit More By
Primary Cases

Parth.Shastri @timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: A study car-
ried out by the researchers
from the Indian Institute of
Public Health, Gandhina-
gar (IIPH-G), clalmed the
secondary attack rate
(SAR)of 8.8% in confirmed
Covid-19 positive patients
In Gandhinagar district.
SARcanbeexplained asthe
new (secondary) cases out
of the total contacts of the
primary Infected person,
saldexperts.

The results also polnted

94% OF THE PATIENTSGOT FREE FACILITIES

» World over, the SAR perhaps due to lower
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SAR of 8.8% in 74 selected infected three or more
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gdeath rate In primary cases healthcare facifities. The
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at more secondary infec- The primary study, tit-
tlon among the womenand  led ‘Household Secondary
less mortality among the Attack Rate in Gandhina-
secondary cases, gardistrictof Gujaratstate

I's possible that the
secondary attack
rate could be higher
in cities like
Ahmedabad and itis
also possible that
some infections may
have been
unreported

from Western India’ by a te-
amof authors led by Komal
Shah, assistantprofessorat
IIPH-Gandhinagar (IIPH-
(3) and Dileep Mavalankar,
director of IIPH-G, Is cur-
rently under review.

Shah sald that for the
study 74 household in
Gandhlnagar district ex-
cept municipal corpora-
tlonarea wererandomily se-

lected that reported at least
one RT-PCR confirmed case
between March 28 and July
2

“From these house-
holds, we selected 386 of
thefr close contacts, Thelr
analysis revealed 34 positl-
ve cases, giving 8.8% of
SAR," she sald.

Talkingabout relevance
of the study, Mavalankar
sald that it'soneof the first
primary-level research In
SAR for thestate,

“We had earller conduc-
ted systematic review of
the global papers on SAR
and also studied the result
of a similar work by Indian
Council of Medical Rese-
arch (ICMR) for Indfa. The
primary finding of 8.8%
SARIsalmostonthelinesof

ICMR study that showed
SARof 6% for India," he sa-
Id.

He added that there co-
uld be factors ranging from
genetics to Immunity
which could be reason for
the phenomenon.

“If we see SAR of a few
other Infectious diseases,
1t's higher than Covid-19,”
hesald,

“But 1t should be kept in
mind that the study was 1}-
mited to rural or semi-ur-
ban area with relatively
less denser population and
ftwasbasedonRT-PCRcon
firmed cases. It's possible
that SAR could be higher in
cities ke Ahmedabad and
It's also possible that some
of the Infections could have
goneunreported.”
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